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Hiroshi Kara* : A new species of the genus Adoxa 
from M-t. Omei of China 
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On the occasion of my visit to Mt. Omei in Sichuan (Szechuan) Province as 
a member of the China tour organized by International Dendrology Society 
hosted by the Ministry of Forestry, the Peoples Republic of China in May 1981, 
I found a peculiar plant resembling Adoxa MoschatelHna L., and wish to publish 
it as a new species of Adoxa as follows: 

Adoxa omeiensis Hara, sp. nov. 

Herba perennis gracilis glabra. Rhizoma repens filiforme album, apice squamis 
carnosis albis dense obtectum, e axillis squamae stolones tenues filiformes emittens. 
Folia radicalia longe petiolata, petiolis 3-7 cm longis, ambitu ovata vel triangulati- 
ovata, ad 3 cm longa 2.5 cm lata, vulgo profunde 3-partita, segmanta 2-34obata„ 
interdum grosse crenata, lobis saepe ovatis obtusis minutissime mucronulatis,, 
glabra viridia, infra pallide viridia. Caulis florifer simplex erectus 5-7 cm altus 
viridescens. Folia caulina 2 opposita, petiolis 4-17 mm longis, 10-24 mm lata ac 
longa, foliis radicalibus in forma similia. Inflorescentia racemosa 5-15 mm longa,. 
3-6-florigera. Flores breviter pedicellati, virides, 6-8 mm in diametro, tetrameri,. 
regulares, primo nutantes. Pedicelli 1-3 mm longi, ebracteati. Ovarium semi- 
superum, 4-loculare. Calyx pateriformis; lobi 4, lanceolati, 2-2.5 mm longi, apice 
attenuati, naviculares incurvi, persistentes. Corolla subrotata, profunde 4-lobato;; 
lobi anguste ovati, ca. 4 mm longi 1.5-2 mm lati, apice caudatoacuminati, uni- 
nerves, intus minutissime papillosi, basi in centro glandulosi-papillosi. Stamina 
4, epipetala, lobis corollae alterna; filamenta ad medium bifida, T-formia, 0.4 mm 
alta, viridia; antherae reniformes monothecae ca. 0.6 mm Iongae, lutescentes,. 
longitudinaliter dehiscentes. Styli 4, ca. 0.7 mm longi, ad apicem attenuati, 
viridescentes; stigma parvum, punctiforme. Fructus et semina ignota. 

China. Szechuan (Sichuan) : Mt. Omei, alt. 2300 m (H. Hara, May 5, 1981, 
fl—‘Type in TI). 

The genus Adoxa has long been known as a monotypic genus, and is often 
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treated even as a monotypic family, Adoxaceae. Adoxa omeiensis resembles 
Adoxa Moschatellina not only in general appearance but also in rhizome, leaves, 
flowering stem with 2 opposite cauline leaves, bifid stamens with monothecous 


Fig. 1. Adoxa omeiensis Hara. a. At the natural habitat, b. Inflorescence. Xca. 1.5. 
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anthers, and corolla-lobes glandular-papillose in the centre of the basal part. 
But it is clearly distinguished from A. Moschatellina by racemose inflorescence, 
tetramerous flowers with 4 calyx-lobes, caudately acuminate corolla-lobes, bifid 
T-shaped stamens, minute stigma, and 3-parted leaves. 

More detailed studies on this 
interesting plant are now in pro¬ 
gress, expecting to find a clue as 
to the taxonomic position of the 
genus Adoxa. It can be presumed 
that Adoxa omeiensis seems to 
have some primitive characters 
■suggesting an ancestral form of 
Adoxa Moschatellina. 

Recently Sinadoxa corydali- 
folia C. Y. Wu, Z. L. Wu et R. F. 


Fig. 3.. Adoxa omeiensis Hara. a. A corolla-lobe 
and two stamens. X8. b. Two calyx-lobes, 
seen from outside. X8. c. A stamen. X8. 


Fig. 2. Adoxa omeiensis Hara. Two flowering plants. 
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Huang was described from Qinghai. Province of China in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 
19 : 208, f. 2 (May .1981), butitwidely differs fromthegenusAdoxa especially 
in rhizome, leaf, inflorescence, calyx, ovary, etc. 

I wish to express my cordial thanks to Mr. B. Pf Tompsett, the leader of 
the China tour by International Dendrology Society for giving me an opportunity 
to visit Mt. Omeiy andito-all members .of the tour: for their kind . help during 
the tour. 
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